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Questions for discussion

 Why is GI important for implementation of EBA in MSP?

 What should be objective/role of GI within the MSP? How 

this information can be used by planners?

 What is your feedback about the proposed concept and 

methodological approach for mapping of GI;

 Which criteria could be applied by for identifying the core 

habitats/ecologically significant areas for forming of the 

GI network?
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Possible criteria for identification of 
biologically/ecologically valuable areas

Uniqueness
Area contains either unique (“the only one of its kind”) or endemic 
species, populations or communities, and/or unique, distinct, habitats or 
ecosystems; and/or unique geomorphological or oceanographic features

Rarity
Area contains either, rare (occurs only in few locations) species, 
populations or communities, and/or rare or distinct, habitats or 
ecosystems or unusual geomorphological or oceanographic features

Special importance for life-history stages of 
species

Areas that are required for a population to survive and thrive

Importance for threatened, endangered or 
declining species and/or habitats 

Area containing habitat for the survival and recovery of endangered, 
threatened, declining species or area with significant assemblages of such 
species; e.g. HD Annex I habitats; Annex II species; BD species

Vulnerability, fragility, sensitivity, or slow 
recovery 

Areas that contain a relatively high proportion of sensitive habitats, 
biotopes or species that are functionally fragile (highly susceptible to 
degradation or depletion by human activity or by natural events) or with 
slow recovery

Biological productivity
Area containing species, populations or communities with comparatively 
higher natural biological productivity

Biological diversity
Area contains comparatively higher diversity of ecosystems, habitats, 
communities, or species, or has higher genetic diversity

Naturalness
Area with a comparatively higher degree of naturalness as a result of the 
lack of or low level of human-induced disturbance or degradation)

Proportional significance
coverage of the benthic habitats

Aggregation
areas important for particular species groups, e.g. birds of fish species2


